COLOSSIANS #91  (6-17-14)        
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1 Corinthians 15:58   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Abounding, PERISSEUW part. pa; to be outstanding, prominent, orto excell.

Knowing, OIDA part. ra; to possess information about; to know, to know about, to have knowledge of, or to be acquainted with.

Believers are commanded to 1) be steadfast 2) be immovable 3) abound in the work of the Lord 4) know that their labor is not in vain.

Colossians 2:5  For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.

The stability of your faith in Christ… There are many believers who think that this phrase refers to the faith that they had when they believed the gospel. However, we know that we must have faith in Christ every day as we make decisions concerning the exigencies of life. 

The faith we had at the point of salvation has already accomplished everything it will ever accomplish be-cause God did it all. The 40 things we received when we believed the gospel are permanent and irrevocable.
Now it is an issue of applying doctrine to our circumstances and trusting God that our effort to serve Him will not be in vain. The problem with so many believers is that they know nothing about the eternal rewards, privileges, and decorations that are available to them so they often lack the motivation to excel in the work of the Lord.

So Paul mentioned two important things in this verse:

1) “good discipline” 

2) “stability of faith”. 

Remember, the second depends on the first. Without a solid spiritual routine and the self-discipline to follow it, there will be no stability of faith in your life.

Colossians 2:6-7
As you have therefore received  [v. aai]Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7) rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

COLOSSIANS #92  (6-19-14) 
The Christian life should continue as it commenced: just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him. Many believers start out with great zeal after they are saved but they will fizzle out if they don’t get the B.D. they need to sustain their spiritual momentum. Emotions will not cut it because they never last.

So walk in Him, PERIPATEO v. pam; to conduct one’s life, comport oneself, behave, or live. PERI = around, PATEO = to go or walk

All believers are commanded to live their life (or walk) in a way that is pleasing to the Lord. Spiritual life begins with faith and it continues by faith. Faith is not feelings, we live the Christian life by faith whether we feel like it or not. Our feelings have nothing to do with it. We are a Christian as much when we don’t feel like a Christian as when we do feel like it.

Gal. 3:11  …the righteous man shall live by faith.

Hebrews 10:38   Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.
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Galatians 5:6   For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un-circumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.
2 Cor. 5:7  … for we walk by faith, not by sight.
1 Tim. 6:12   Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called,

Walking in Him (Christ) is only a potential and no one is perfect in that walk.

Romans 6:4  Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk [v. aas] in newness of life.

All believers are positionally “in Christ” but most of them do not walk in Him (Christ). Believers who don’t know this are afraid that their eternal salvation is in question if their behavior falls short of the standards set in God’s Word.  

Walking in Him (Christ) in confidence, courage, and gratitude is only a potential, and no one is perfect in that walk.

Romans 6:4  Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk [v. aas] in newness of life.

All believers are positionally “in Christ” but most of them do not “walk in Him (Christ). Believers who don’t know this often take verses concerning the failure to “walk in Him” to mean loss of eternal salvation.

John 8:31   So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If (3rd)you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine…

Romans 11:22   Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if (3rd) you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.
COLOSSIANS #93  (6-24-14)
Colossians 1:22-23   …yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  23)if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard…

1 Tim. 2:15  (RSV)  Yet woman will be saved through bearing children, if (3rd)she continues in faith and love and holiness, with modesty.
Romans 2:5-8   …God, 6) who "will render to each one according to his deeds":  7) eternal life [abundant life] to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality;  8) but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness -- indignation and wrath.
Romans 11:22  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if (3rd) you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.

Hebrews 3:14   For we have become  [v.rai] partakers  [METACHOI, of Christ if (3rd) we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.
In all the verses above, something is stated to happen only if certain conditions are met. These verses, as well as all other verses like them, do not refer at all to eternal salvation because the only condition for securing that is believing the gospel. Period!
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Believers who don’t walk in Him are called “infants in Christ” in 1 Cor. 3:1. 

What must a believer do to consistently “walk in Him”?

Romans 6:19  …present your members as slaves to righteousness…

Romans 12:1  …present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice…

Romans 12:2  …be transformed by the renewing of your mind…

Romans 13:14  …put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh…

Ephesians 4:22  …lay aside the old self…

Colossians 1:9-10  …be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10) so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord…

Verse 7 …having been firmly rooted and built up in Him… these four words are one word in the Greek, RIZOO  part. rp; to become firmly rooted or fixed. The growth of trees and plants depend on their roots. From the roots, a fallen tree can renew itself and put forth fresh shoots:

Job 14:7-9   For there is hope for a tree when it is cut down, that it will sprout agai, and its shoots will not fail.  8)Though its roots grow old in the ground and its stump dies in the dry soil, 9) At the scent of water it will flourish and put forth sprigs like a plant.

It is the spiritual roots, deeply implanted in the rich soil of B.D. that is the hope of a new beginning after a catastrophe occurs. 

COLOSSIANS #94  (6-26-14)
The verb ERRIZOMENOI , perfect, passive, participle, plural, nominative, masculine of  “having been firmly rooted”  means the result of having deep roots in the Word of God will produce blessings both now and for all eternity. 

The passive voice indicates that we do not produce spiritual roots, God does. However, these spiritual roots will not grow if we do not consistently expose ourselves to accurate teaching of the Word. When we supply positive volition, God supplies the spiritual growth through the spiritual roots which supplies the nourishment needed to produce spiritual fruit.

Psalm 1:1-3   How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.  3) He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

Jeremiah 17:7-8   Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD.  8) "For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to yield fruit.

Eph. 3:17  says that we should be rooted and grounded in love, that means thoughtfulness & consideration of others.
1 Cor. 13:1  says that if we do not have love, we have become nothing more than an annoyance, a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. Do you yak away or do stop to listen to what others have to say?  Before you speak, do you THINK?  Before you speak ask yourself:
T 
Is it true?

H 
Is it helpful?

I   
Is it inspiring?

N  
Is it necessary?

K  
Is it kind? Am I lovingly thinking and treating this other person as better than myself?
                                                                            




  COL. 1, pg. 92
And built up in Him, EPOIKODOMEO part. pp; to engage in a building process of personal and corporate development, edify, build up/on.
“To finish the structure of which the foundation has already been laid, to give constant increase in Christian knowledge and in a life conformed thereto.”
James Strong, Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2001).

This metaphor, built up, is different than the tree and roots us down, while a house is not a living thing and it requires a tremendous foundation. The Greek word above refers to building on something that already exists. Buildings are built on foundations, our foundation is the Lord Jesus Christ we are commanded to build on Him..
COLOSSIANS #95  (7-1-14)  Brief review

See 1 Cor. 3:10-15   The FOUNDATION is ALREADY Jesus Christ.  To get firmly rooted, we need to get built up = strengthened  =  gold, silver, precious stones. All the if’s are 1st class.
Matthew 7:24-27  Everyone who HEARS these words of mine and ACTS on them may be compared to a wize man who built his house on the ROCK.   
Acts 20:32   And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Not only do Christians need to grow deep spiritual roots, we need to grow up as well. We need to build something on our foundation. Many homes and buildings have been built out of bricks and they were built up brick by brick. The same is true for our spiritual edifice, it is constructed verse by verse, one Bible class at a time, one doctrine and precept at a tie.

Isaiah 28:13   So the word of the LORD to them will be, "Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, a little here, a little there."

Read Isa. 28:7-18 
Isaiah 28:5 …order on order, line upon line… is how we establish roots and get built up
COLOSSIANS #96  (7-3-14) 
Col. 2:7  …having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your [the]  faith  [deeply rooted],  just as you were instructed  [by means of many instruction/feeding/
watering classes in the past], and overflowing with gratitude.

Established, BEBAIOO part. pp; to make a personal and firm commitment; to establish, strengthen, to put confidence in or to think beyond doubt about something.

Hebrews 13:9   Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace…

In your faith… is translated as in the faith in the NKJV, KJV, RSV, ESV, and NIV, meaning the entire realm of Bible doctrine, divine norms and standards.
Faith, PISTIS sn. dsf; it has the definite article before it showing that it refers to that which is believed or the body of faith/belief/teaching. 

The same use of “the faith” is found in Ephesians 3:17 ... that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

Just as you were instructed, DIDASKO v. api; to provide instruction or teaching on the condition that you humbly receive it.
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Teaching produces the three characteristics in the previous part of the verse, being firmly rooted, being built up, and being established. Teaching is the foundation for stability, and we need to be stable, knowing what we believe and WHY we believe it.

1 Timothy 2:4 & 7  …who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth… 7) for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle -- I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying -- a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
This is the reason that Paul was appointed an apostle, 1Timothy 2:7, and that is why I and every other pastor was appointed the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.

Recognizing all that God has done to help us grow up spiritually in order to live the abundant life, our natural response should be appreciation and thankfulness to Him.

And overflowing with gratitude… EUCHARISTIA n. dsf; the expression of content or gratitude; the rendering of thanks or thanksgiving. This word comes from the combination of:   EU, meaning good + CHARIS, meaning grace  =  And overflowing with Good Grace… 
Philippians 4:6   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppllcation with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.

EUCHARISTOS sis where we get the English word, “EUCHARIST”.
People who have the capacity to appreciate what others do for them cannot contain their gratitude; they have to express it. That is what “overflowing with gratitude” means. Gratefulness is a distinguishing mark of the mature believer.
“The capacity of thanksgiving means that we do not grumble and complain about our station in life. We cannot both criticize and be thankful at the same time. We cannot have it both ways.”
Colossians Grace Notes p. 62.
Colossians emphasizes thanksgiving in Col. 1:12; 2:7; 3:15, 17; 4:2.
“Someone robbed the great Bible commentator, Dr. Matthew Henry, as he walked along a highway. Afterwards he told his friends there were four things for which he gave thanks. First, he was grateful that he had never been robbed before. After many years of life, this was the first time he had been robbed and for that he was grateful. Second, he said, ‘Though they took all my money, I am glad they did not get very much.’ That was something for which to be thankful. Third, he said, ‘Though they took my money, they did not take my life, and I am grateful for that.’ Finally, he suggested, ‘I am thankful that it was I who was robbed, and not I who robbed.’ There was a man who learned how to ‘overflow with thankfulness’!"   Ibid
Now Paul changes from giving exhortations to giving a warning. 

Colossians 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

See to it… is only one word in the Greek:

BLEPO v. pam; be ready to learn about something that is hazardous or some-thing that you may need to prepare for; watch out for, look to, beware of, or be careful.

Our colloquialisms (slang) for this are, "Don't get conned," "Don't get sucked in," "Don't let someone sell you a bill of goods."  

1 Corinthians 10:12   Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed [BLEPO] that he does not fall.
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Hebrews 3:12   Take care [BLEPO], brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

COLOSSIANS #97  (7-10-14) 
We already received a warning four verses back:

Colossians 2:4   I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.

Satan and his minions cannot indwell us or take away our eternal life, but they can neutralize our spiritual life if we fall for their tricks. They have placed landmines everywhere and if we don’t have the doctrine to know where they are, we will become casualties.

Satan's strategy is to deceive us into believing his lies. 
John 8:44   Satan is the father of lies.
That no one takes you captive through philosophy…

Captive, SULAGOGEO part. pa; to carry off as booty, spoil or as captive in war.

Most Christians believe that they are free because they live in America and because they are believers since they are free from the penalty of sin. However they are wrong on both counts. No one who believes satanic lies is free.

“None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are free.”

~Goethe~
Many Christians believe that if they live a good life, go to church, and are faithful to their spouse, they will never be taken captive by Satan. They are unaware that their only defense is the daily study and practice of the Word of God.
Philosophy, PHILOSOPHIA n. gsf; used only in this passage and in a pejorative sense, erroneous teaching. Human understanding or knowledge which is in contrast with divinely revealed knowledge which the Bible calls wisdom. 
English definition:
1. The critical study of the basic principles and concepts of a discipline: the philosophy of law.
2. Archaic , literary or  the investigation of natural phenomena, esp. alchemy, astrology, and astronomy.
3. Any system of belief, values, or tenets.
4. A personal outlook or viewpoint.Dictionary.com
2 Tim. 3:7  BDAG  Philosophy is the love of wisdom, but if one loves wisdom [knowledge] that is not Christ  [the Sum of all wisdom, Col. 2:3], he loves an empty idol. Such a one will be always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 

Satan has many ways to neutralize believers, and philosophy has been one of the more successful methods.  

Here are a few examples of erroneous philosophies:

“The U.S. Constitution is a living, breathing document.”

“Eternal salvation is a process.”

“The ends justify the means.”

Even though this verse uses philosophy in a negative way, not all philosophies are harmful or destructive, such as:  “Children should be seen and not heard,” and “Salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone.”
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True Christian philosophy “takes captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ”.

2 Cor. 10:5   We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ….
COLOSSIANS #98  (7-15-14)     
What we don’t know can hurt us. If we don’t know B.D., we are prone to accept what seems to be right but may be a satanic deception designed to neutralize our spiritual life which could cause others to be misled into accepting his lies.

Proverbs 16:25   There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

Anytime we rely on what we think is right rather than relying on what God says is right, we get into big-time trouble. Consider Eve in the Garden of Eden:

“Eve liked what she heard. Second, she entertained her own thoughts on the matter: ‘And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat...’ (Gn 3:6). Eve listened to Satan’s talk and then finished the job with her own self-talk. Here were Satan and self-working in a deadly combination. That partnership is just as fatal today.”  The Berean Call, November, 1994
“If we honor God, we shall honor the Word He has sent, and we shall be jealous for the Word, that not one jot or one tittle of it be disturbed...It is the Word of God, and, as such, we shall not allow, for a moment, the speculations, imaginings, and guesses of men, ever so learned, to weigh a feather’s weight against it....

“The preacher is a proclaimer, a herald, not a college professor or an originator of theories. He has the Word given him, and that he is to proclaim. He is not to draw from the wells of human philosophy, but from the stream that flows directly from the throne of God. He is to tell the people what God has said. He is to hide himself behind his message, and to receive it equally with those he addresses...He is responsible as a herald to God and not to the Church...

“Success is not to be reckoned by full houses and popular applause, but by converted hearts, and by the strengthening of the faith and piety of God’s people. A holier life, a more pronounced separation from the world, a stainless integrity in business pursuits, a Christly devotion to the interests of others, a more thorough knowledge of the Word—these are the true signs of success which the preacher may justly seek, even though...his people meet in a barn...and in them he will rejoice with a purer, holier joy than that which comes from numbers, wealth, or popular admiration....”   The Berean Call, February, 1999 Quotable, Q & A
TRADITION OF MEN
Colossians 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Empty,  KENOS s)  adj. gsf; pertaining to a complete lack of understanding and insight; foolish and stupid.
Deception,  APATES s) n. gsf; deception, deceitfulness. “To cause someone to have misleading or erroneous views concerning the truth—‘to mislead or to deceive, deception.” 

Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains.
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Paul’s use of the adjective “empty” before “deception” indicates that deception does not have to be reasonable, rational, or sensible to mislead believers. Smart, well-educated people often believe the most illogical ludicrous lies circulated by Satan.
Tradition of men, PARADOSIS sn. asf; the content of instruction that has been handed down; tradition.

Some traditions are beneficial and some are not, just as some habits are good and some are not. Problems develop when tradition replaces B.D. or is considered to be equal with the Word of God.

Read: Matt. 15:1-9 and Mark 7:5-13
COLOSSIANS #99  (7-17-14)
Many, if not most Catholics, believe that Catholic Church tradition carries the same authority as Scripture but when there is a conflict between the two, it is tradition that is followed rather than Scripture.

“Far from promoting extra-biblical tradition, the Bible condemns it. Except for 2Thessalonians 2:15 and 3:6 quoted above, every other mention of tradition in the New Testament is disapproving. Both Peter (1 Peter 1:18) and Paul (Gal 1:13-16; Col 2:8) reveal its errors and the need to be delivered from human tradition. Far from supplementing and being equal to God’s Word, as Rome insists, tradition is always contrasted with and declared to be contradictory thereto. It is Rome’s traditions (like those of the rabbis) which have led her so far astray. Christ rebuked the Pharisees for voiding the Word of God by their tradition (Mt 15:2,3,6; Mark

7:3,5,8,9,13). Surely He wouldn’t then have His church guided by extra-biblical tradition! In fact, none were passed down from the apostles. Absolutely no tradition held by Roman Catholics today can be traced back to the apostles. Catholic traditions and dogmas such as the Mass, rosary, prayers to Mary and the “saints,” etc. developed gradually over the centuries, directly contradict Scripture and therefore must be rejected.” 
The Berean Call, June, 1993.
“Not one Catholic tradition can be traced back to the apostles; and Catholic tradition contradicts the Bible.” 
The Berean Call, July, 1994.
Worship for many people is nothing more than following a routine of superstitious rituals that blind people to the biblical, Divine viewpoint of the world.

“Many people do not evaluate what they believe for themselves. They believe it simply because their family believed it, ‘My mom told me so.’ How do you know it is true? ‘I never question it.’” 
Grace Notes
We must not only know what we believe but also why we believe it. We are not to believe something because of who believes it or because we have always assumed something to be true. We must measure everything by the Word of God to test whether it is right or wrong.

Paul expected believers to follow his teaching, which he at times called “traditions”, and praised them for faithfully applying these biblical practices to their circumstances. 

1 Cor. 11:2   Now I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you.

2 Thess.2:15  So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.
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2 Thess. 3:6   Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition [BD] which you received from us.

“Obviously, while the canon of the New Testament was being written there was much oral teaching not yet committed to writing. We have every reason to believe, however, that whatever was to be observed by the church down through the ages was put into the New Testament… 
“Surely Christ would not leave His church with unwritten tradition which is so easily perverted! That which was taught orally and which was to be permanent for the church was put in writing. There is no oral tradition lost and waiting to be rediscovered. God doesn’t work that way! Paul tells the Corinthians that he is putting in writing what he had previously taught them orally (‘delivered unto you’) concerning the Lord’s Supper(1 Cor. 11:23). Likewise he puts in writing in the Second Thessalonian epistle what he had previously taught them concerning the Antichrist—when I was yet with you, I told you these things (2 Thess. 2:5).” 
The Berean Call, June, 1993
“The most serious error of the false teachers at Colossae was that they went about their spiritual lives with only natural insight. They did not go to God to learn of Him, nor did they learn from the revelation of Christ that was available to them.” 

Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 254.
Natural insight pales in comparison to the powerful, deep, living, piercing, satisfying and liberating truth of the Word of God. And no worldly systems trying to enhance your life can hold a candle to that.

Colossians 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men  [used in a negative way], according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Elementary principles, STOICHEION n. asp; “transcendent powers that are in control over events in this world, elements, or elemental spirits (BDAG LEXICON); Basic principles which underlie the nature of something; ‘basic principles, elementary concepts.’”
Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, 587

“This may refer to the evil spirits who inspire heresy.…”
Norman L. Geisler, “Colossians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2, p. 677.

Worldly philosophies and traditions of men are empty deception promoted by demons, and every believer must be careful not to be taken captive by them.

“It was elementary. Here Paul used the term, ‘basic principles’ (STOICHEIA), which has a long history of interpretation. Originally, the term referred to the four basic elements of the world: earth, fire, wind, and water. These were often seen in conflict with each other. The term was later used of the basic elements of words, the alphabet. The construction of the alphabet allowed the formation of words and communication of ideas. The word later came to mean the ‘ABC’s’ of something, i.e., the basics. In some teachings, the ‘elements’ were the signs of the zodiac and the powers that occupied the planets. 

“These powers supposedly exerted their influence over the world and its activities. In Jewish circles, the term ‘elements’ often applied to supernatural beings who ruled over people. 
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“Some considered them demons. Paul used the term in Gal 4:9, where he confronted false teachers who urged Christians to worship the elementary things. Paul opposed them as ‘no-gods’, undeserving of worship. Even so, the Galatians were in danger of turning to them.

“How did Paul use the term here? Most probably he employed a variation of Jewish terminology since most other elements of the heresy make sense when approached from that perspective (see the introduction to this commentary). He may have referred to angel powers, which were incorrectly perceived as being in authority over the world. 
“Whatever the specific interpretation, the elements were inferior. Christianity brought a higher and better system of worship to its believers.”
Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 253.
Some people try to enhance their Christian life by getting involved in some worldly system. Example: Masons, AA, Oath Keepers, etc. Any system that seeks to understand God or to solve their problems by human systems of understanding and effort will be disappointed.
Galatians 4:3    So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

Galatians 4:9   But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?

Colossians 2:20   If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees…?

“Elementary principles” does not always have a negative connotation.

Hebrews 5:12   For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles  [STOCHEA TAS ARCHES, fundamental principles] of the oracles  [sayings or pronouncements]  of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
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If we are working on a PhD in the Word of God, why revert to the ABCs of dependence upon self? Why should a Christian revert to ritual ceremonies if they have established a dynamic fellowship with God by grace? Why should a Christian who has gone on to graduate school of spirituality sit in an elementary school classroom where they teach the alphabet with letters on building blocks?
COLOSSIANS #100  (7-22-14)
Rather than according to Christ….
The Word of God makes Christ the standard for our world view. It is impossible to rely on the philosophy of man AND the philosophy of Christ (B.D.) at the same time. The standard operating procedure for the world is completely oblivious to the supernatural spiritual life of the believer. Satan is very active in pushing a humanistic world view and blinds people to the biblical world view.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Colossians 2:9   For in Him ALL the fullness of Deity dwells [v. pai] in bodily form, 10) and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;

The word "for" continues the thought of verse eight. In the Greek, the word "for" can mean "because." 
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This word is important because it introduces another reason for abandoning false teaching. It is because all the fullness of God dwells in Christ that He is superior to any philosophy or theology.

All, PAS sadj. nsn; the totality of any object, mass, collective, or extension; completeness or wholeness; whole; all, any, every, or the whole.
Fullness, PLEROMA n. nsn; sum total, fullness, even (super) abundance. 

Deity, THEOTES sn. gsf; used as abstract noun for θεός. This is the only time this word is used in the N.T. There was a Gnostic heresy that diminished Christ to an angel whose “body” was only apparent, not real. Paul affirmed here that Christ is both fully God and truly man, 1 John 4:1-6.

It could not be stated any stronger than it is here. In Him (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead, not just 99.65 percent + or -.
Col. 2:19For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,

Phil. 3:6-8 …who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7) but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.8) Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Romans 3:5   [The Israelites] whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

There are various forms of Gnosticism that deny the deity of the Lord Jesus such as Christian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Unity, Theosophy, Christadelphianism, etc.

Gnosticism

Gnosticism (from Ancient Greek: (γνωστικός)  GNOSTIKOS, "learned", from (γνωσι) GNŌSIS, knowledge, describes a collection of ancient religions whose adherents shunned the material world created by the demiurge and embraced the spiritual world.

[1] Gnostic ideas influenced many ancient religions
[2] They teach that gnosis (variously interpreted as knowledge, enlightenment, salvation, emancipation or 'oneness with God') may be reached by practicing philanthropy to the point of personal poverty, sexual abstinence (as far as possible for hearers, completely for initiates) and diligently searching for wisdom by helping others.

[3] However, practices varied among those who were Gnostic.

The word "demiurge" is an English word from a Latinized form of the Greek (ημιουργός), DĒMIOURGOS, literally "public worker", and which was originally a common noun meaning "craftsman" or "artisan", but gradually it came to mean "producer" and eventually “creator". In Gnosticism, the world of the demiurge is represented by the lower world, which is associated with matter, flesh, time and more particularly an imperfect, ephemeral world. The world of God is represented by the upper world, and is associated with the soul and perfection. The world of God is eternal and not part of the physical. It is impalpable, and time doesn't exist there. To rise to God, the Gnostic must reach the knowledge, which mixes philosophy, metaphysics, curiosity, culture, knowledge, and the secrets of history and the universe.

Christian Science   Christian Science is a set of beliefs and practices belonging to the metaphysical family of new religious movements.[3] It was developed in 19th-century New England by Mary Baker Eddy (1821–1910), who argued in her book Science and Health (1875) that sickness is an illusion that can be corrected by prayer alone. The book became Christian Science's central text, along with the Bible, and by 2001 had sold ten million copies in 16 languages.

There is no appeal to a personal god in Christian Science prayer. The process involves the Scientist engaging in a silent discussion with herself to affirm the unreality of matter. 

                                                                           




         COL. 1, pg. 100 In particular they subscribe to a radical form of philosophical idealism, believing that reality is purely spiritual and the material world an illusion. This includes the view that disease is a mental error rather than physical disorder, that there is no death, and that the sick should be treated, not by medicine, but by a form of prayer that seeks to correct the beliefs responsible for the illusion of ill health.
Scientology  is not the same thing.
